
Building a Personal Survival Library
by Bill White - https://www.survivopedia.com/  admin@survivopedia.com  
date:2025-06-06

Building a Personal Survival Library

2022-12-27 07:56:00 By Bill White

I don’t know about you; but references are important to me. Even though I write, talk, and
experiment about survival full-time, I can’t remember all the finer details of many things I know. I
count on references for everything from herbal medicine, to how recipes for various household
chemicals, to how to build a snare. I guess it’s the engineer in me, not wanting to count on my
memory, which can fail at times.

A faulty memory really isn’t much of an issue these days, with computers and the internet. Google is
ready and willing to help us with anything we forget, even if their answer isn’t always the one that we
want. For the rest, how doesn’t keep notes on their phone or computer these days?

But what are we going to do when the power goes out and we can’t get into our computers, let alone
the internet? You can be sure that the time that will happen, is when you need that information the
most, right in the middle of a crisis. Then, all those things you had bookmarked for such an
emergency will end up being useless to you.

This is when you’re going to be wishing that you had all that information in old-fashioned books,
readily available, even if it might not be as convenient in paper form, as it would be in electronic
form. But then, if that electronic form isn’t usable, the paper form is going to be much more
convenient.

Some Basic Rules for Building a Library

What I’m talking about, in building a library isn’t necessary buying books, although there’s nothing
wrong with owning books. In fact, there are some books that you should own, such as “Where there is
No Doctor” and “Bushcraft 101.” But mostly I’m talking about collecting information and putting them
together as your own books. That allows you to build books that only have the information you really
need, rather than just having books filled with information you’ll never use.

None of us ever manage to learn everything we read 100%. Mostly we catch the highlights. At some
future point in time, we need more than just those highlights and have to go hunting for the
information all over again. I’m constantly on the lookout for articles and other references like this,
which become part of my books. This is constantly in the back of my mind, as I’m reading and
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studying.

In my experience, most books have very little information that I need to reference, once I’ve read that
book. So, what I’m really after, is saving that information; not the whole book. By saving the key
information, I save on space, as well as making it easier to find what I’m looking for.

 

I use three-ring binders for this, because they allow me to organize the information, so that I can find
it easily. Each binder covers a single topic area, like food, health or wilderness survival. Whenever
possible, I print things on both sides of the page, saving space for more information. The things I’ve
printed out and saved are organized by subject, with dividers for each subject. The first page in each
section is an index of what’s in it, so that I can find things easier.

This idea actually started back when we moved into a motorhome. My wife at the time had a shelf full
of recipe books, each of which she used no more than three or four recipes. Rather than try to take
those books with us, in our limited space, we just took the recipes we needed, put them together in
two notebooks and got rid of the library of recipe books.

Major Information Sources

Most of the information you’re going to put into those notebooks is going to come from things that
others have published. That can mean books, articles, charts or diagrams. Before deciding to keep
something, make sure you understand what it is and are sure that it is information that you can use.
There’s a lot of good-looking information out there, that once you get into, doesn’t help you at all.
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Let me give an example of what I mean – bug out bag lists. There might be a couple hundred bug out
bag lists out there, floating around the internet. But most of them contain the same information; so,
having several is a waste of time. On the other hand, each might have one thing that others miss,
meaning that the list has some value. Still, printing them all out and putting them in one of your
notebooks just means that you’re going to have a notebook filled with repetitious information.

It can be useful to see what people put on those lists. Every once in a while, you see something you
hadn’t thought of before. But that doesn’t mean you need to print them all. Rather, create a compiled
list of your own, taking the best ideas from everything you’ve seen and putting it together.

Using extracts like that or even just taking a chart you find in a book or article, can provide you with
the key information you need, in a compact form. I like to add charts to my library, because they
contain a lot of information in a small amount of space. US copyright law does allow you to make
copies of copyrighted material for personal use, under the “fair use” clause of the law.

Rarely do I print an entire article to put into my notebooks. Rather, I excerpt the section that I need
and put it into my word processing program. That then allows me to format it in a way that will be
easy to use, while avoiding space that is wasted by headers, ads, poor formatting and large type.

Basic Categories

While this list is not complete, here are some basic categories that would be useful to include in your
library.

Food and food preservation
Recipes using the foods your store – be sure to include recipes for things like bread, that you
don’t normally make
Herbal medicines – this can be a whole book, including how to use the herbs, what to use
them for and where to find them
Hunting, fishing and snaring – how much you need here will depend largely on how much
hunting and fishing you do. Be sure to include information on how to butcher animals
Wilderness survival references – this can include anything from how to build a shelter to a
guide to edible plants. Mostly, you want information that you don’t have memorized
DIY survival projects – especially for those projects you never got around to doing
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Add Your Own Information

Your notebooks shouldn’t just contain information that you find on the internet. There’s a lot of
personal information that you should be developing yourself, dealing with your own survival plans
and strategy. You’ll want to have this information recorded and printed out, so that you have it
available to you, when the time comes to use it. Ultimately, this is probably going to be the part of
your survival library that you end up using the most.

Stockpile inventory – Start out with an inventory of what you have in your stockpile, as well as where
everything is stored. Your inventory should not only include what you have, but a calculation of how
much you need. Take flour for example. You should figure out how much bread and other baked
goods you’re going to make per week or per month. Based on that, you can calculate just how much
flour you need per month, pre quarter and per year. Knowing this, as well as how you calculated it,
will help you build your stockpile, as well as remember how you planned on using it, when the time
comes.

Resource lists and maps – Besides the supplies you have in your stockpile, you should be looking
around to see what other supplies are available. Create lists and maps, showing this information, so
that you can find those sources.

Survival team – Contact information, as well as other basic information about everyone in your
survival team. Include people who aren’t in your team, but could be useful to you, such as medics,
gunsmiths and people with other useful skills.

Survival plan – Some sort of basic plan that talks about who is going to do what, during a time of
crisis. This will probably need to be broken down into immediate tasks, ongoing tasks and bug out
tasks.

Bug out plan – We all need a bug out plan, including a destination, lists of things to take with us and
the route we’re going to take to get there (with alternates). Writing the plan down makes it so that you
don’t have to remember all the details.

Repair information for your gear – Repair manuals can be very useful for more complex survival gear,
as well as parts diagrams, parts lists and exploded views. You’ll eventually need to repair something
and it will be much easier to make those repairs if you have this information.
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Recipes for making household chemicals – Much of what we use as cleaners and other chemicals
around the home will run out; but can be made if you know how and can come up with the basic
ingredients.
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