World War III on the Home
Front

The Russian invasion of Ukraine seems to be stuck in the mud,
with a 40-mile long convoy just 15 miles outside of Kyiv
(sometimes spelled Kiev) that hasn’t moved in over a week. The
Ukraine president, Volodymeyr Zelenskyy, has asked NATO 1in
general and the United States specifically to declare a no-fly
zone over the country, defending them from Russian aerial
attacks. That’s not likely to happen right now, as everyone 1is
concerned about it triggering World War III.

Vladimir Putin has managed to hold the whole world at bay with
the threat of nuclear war, effectively stopping any aid that
Ukraine might receive, even before the various governments of
the world began to contemplate sending that aid. Everyone 1is
afraid that helping Ukraine will result 1in severe
consequences, both in widening the war and having their
countries devastated by a nuclear attack, something that our
own president probably wouldn’t have the nerve to counter.

For over four decades, east-west peace was maintained by a
philosophy called MAD, which stood for “Mutually Assured
Destruction.” The idea was that neither the United States nor
the now-defunct Soviet Union would start a nuclear war because
the response would be destruction of their own country by
nuclear-tipped ICBMs (intercontinental ballistic missiles).
With the thousands of ICBMs and nuclear warheads that both
sides held, destruction was a certainty.

Today, the US and Russia each hold about 400 ICBMs, making the
calculus of a nuclear war look much different than it did
during the Cold War. While those 800 missiles could still
cause massive destruction, gutting both countries, it would
theoretically be possible to survive such a war. But the real
risk is tactical nukes, a category where Russia outnumbers the
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United States by almost 10 to 1. Should Putin decide that he
has to punish some European country, those are probably what
he would use, and we don’t have a good counter to that card.
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But perhaps all that is moot. We may already be watching the
opening days of World War III, without even realizing it. Not
only has Putin been threatening the world with nuclear war,
but he has also specifically singled out three European
counties which he has threatened with invasion, should they
even look like they’'re going to join NATO.

Does this mean that further war is on the horizon, no matter
what anyone does? Is Putin acting just like Hitler, looking
for reasons to invade his neighbors, with an eye to conquering
Europe? He has already made it clear that he wants to restore
the former “greatness” of the Soviet Union, which clearly
includes reclaiming all the territory that was once under
Soviet control.

With that being the case, I have to ask once again, are we
already watching the beginning of World War III? Is Putin
going to use whatever happens as an excuse to widen the war?
Or is it possible that he’s going to take another page out of
Hitler's playbook and manufacture excuses to invade other
neighboring countries, just like he did with Ukraine?

What will happen to us, here in the United States, should the
war broaden out into World War III?
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I don’t think we can consider World War III as only a European
War, any more than we could consider World War I as one. China
has been threatening the other countries surrounding the South
China Sea for years and has been looking for an opportunity to
take over Taiwan for decades. With the US heavily involved in
a war in Europe, chances are pretty high that China would see
that as an opportunity to attack Taiwan, probably thinking
that we would be too busy in Europe to provide the support
necessary for our Taiwanese allies.

This puts the United States in a very similar situation to
what we encountered in World War II, fighting two related wars
on two widely separated fronts. There’s a huge question as to
whether we could do that now, because of the huge price that
such an action would take.

In any discussion of another world war, it’'s only natural to
compare it to the last world war we fought. We would never
have gotten involved in that one if Japan had not attacked
Pearl Harbor. The sentiment at that time was that it wasn’t
our war and that we had just bailed out Europe from Germany in
what is now known as World War I. President Roosevelt decided
that our war wasn’'t just with Japan, as they were allied with
Germany and Italy; so he led our nation to rescue Europe again
while also fighting Japan in the Far East.

At the time of entering the war, Franklin Roosevelt stated
that he thought as much as 40% of the US GNP would have to go
into the war effort. Young men, and to a lesser extent young
women, signed up literally in the millions to fight that war.
Some 16 million total US soldiers, sailors, and airmen fought
in that war. People at home made sacrifices, with rationing of
many strategic supplies needed for the war effort.

I honestly can’t see that happening in the same way again,
short of Russia or China directly attacking the United States
in some way. We are too comfortable a people, and while we are
likely to support our allies in Europe and the Far East, we



will only do so as long as it doesn’t cost us too much.

But the question that I think faces us right now is what cost
we can expect from the current war effort and our future
involvement in it. We will probably get involved in this war
at some point, especially if Putin decides to attack one of
our NATO allies. As preppers, we need to be ready for that and
for the impact that it is going to have here at home. So what
do we need to do?

This is the question that I’ve been asking myself and that my
wife has been asking me as well. So let’s look at some of the
things that I think are going to be a problem, assuming that
I'm right and we really are looking at the opening days of
World War II.

Gasoline

We've already seen a huge increase in the cost of gasoline
since the beginning of 2021. The first surge in prices was a
direct result of President Biden’'s war on the petroleum
industry, shutting down the Keystone Pipeline project, as well
as a number of other executive actions to curb US oil
production. Since then, we’ve seen a second surge in cost
caused by the world’'s reaction to the war in Ukraine. With the
cost of crude oil accounting for roughly half the cost of
gasoline per gallon, the war has had a direct impact on
gasoline prices.

But what we’ve seen so far is nothing compared to what will
happen during a world war. Cargo ships, including those
carrying crude o0il, carrying cargo between ports of
belligerent counties are a legitimate target. During World War
II, Germany built 1,162 U-boats, most of which were involved
in interdicting shipping. The problem was so bad in the
Atlantic ocean that planners considered that a “Liberty Ship,”
the ships built to haul war material to Europe, had paid its
cost back if it survived one Atlantic crossing.



Today there aren’t anywhere near as many submarines in the
world. Russia has the largest fleet, with an estimated 58
boats. O0f those, 38 are attack submarines, but 21 are diesel-
electric, so they are vulnerable to detection when they
surface to run their diesel engines and charge their
batteries. China has more attack submarines, with a total of
56, but of those, 50 are diesel-powered. To counter that, the
United States has 53 fast attack submarines, all of which are
nuclear powered.

While it might seem that our superiority in nuclear attack
submarines gives us a distinct advantage, that’s not really
enough to cover the world’s oceans. We can expect some of the
2,000 supertankers in the world to end up sunk, as they will
likely be a high-priority target. That will create more
shortages, driving prices up more.

If you remember, just before Biden was sworn into office, we
were energy-independent. It would be theoretically possible
for us to return to that state, but to do so would require the
president to go back on his ideals and undo everything he has
done to tie the hands of US petroleum production. I don’t see
that happening. As we’ve already seen, he’d rather see the
American people suffer, paying high prices, than turn his back
on his ideals. We know this because his reaction to the
current gasoline prices has been to beg Venezuela, Iran, and
Saudi Arabia to ship us more oil. Not the best choices.

If we enter this war, our military will need more fuel, which
will help drive up prices, even without our enemies reducing
the amount of crude that reaches American shores.

So, what do we do?

If you can, I'd recommend seeking out ways of reducing your
gasoline consumption. Whether that means working at home to
reduce your commute or buying a Smart car to increase your gas
mileage, you're either going to have to find a way to reduce



your fuel consumption, or you're going to be paying a lot
more.

Home Heating

Most homes today are either heated with electricity or natural
gas. Considering that 40% of our electricity is produced from
natural gas-fired power plants, we could say that many of
those homes are indirectly heated by natural gas as well.
Fortunately for us, the United States has one of the world’s
largest reserves of natural gas, so we are unlike to run out
any time soon.

The big potential problem is if Russia shuts off natural gas
to Europe. Russia actually has the world’s largest natural gas
reserves and provides roughly 45% of Europe’s natural gas
consumption. While not all of that gas flows through Ukraine,
much of it does. Any damage caused to those pipelines by the
war would cause major disruptions throughout Europe.

Should such a thing happen, the US might have to pick up the
slack, if possible. We currently ship 6.5 billion cubic feet
of natural gas per day to Europe, all of which are transported
by ship and most of which ships out of ports on the Gulf of
Mexico. The big problem with increasing that is coming up with
the necessary shipping, which doesn’t currently exist.

Should we try and step up our natural gas exports to Europe in
any significant way, it probably won’t affect our use much
here at home. We have much more natural gas than we need. But
that could reach a tipping point, as natural gas production
has actually been on the decline due to the price of natural
gas dropping. If that happens, prices will go up, causing our
heating bills to climb.

So, what do we do?

Our best solution to any shortage or rise in prices of natural
gas is to have an alternative means of heating our homes, such



as a wood-burning stove. This 1s a classic prepper move and
one that we should all do anyway. While it is unlikely we will
need it in this war; maybe the war is a good excuse to go
ahead and get that project done.

Food

We're already experiencing higher prices for food over the
last year, first spurred by problems associated with the
pandemic and then boosted along by rising fuel prices. Fuel
costs are a major expense for farmers and the agricultural
industry in general. As fuel prices rise, so does the cost of
food.

On top of this, Ukraine is one of the world’s top grain
producers, exporting large amounts of grain to Egypt and other
countries. That grain 1is what keeps those countries from
starving. But with the war going on in Ukraine right now and
pretty much everyone in the country involved in fighting that
war, Ukraine’'s food production is going to be severely
curtailed this year, causing a significant dip in worldwide
grain production.

Other countries, including the United States, will be forced
to step up to the bat and make up for what Ukraine isn’t
producing.

Following the law of supply and demand, we can expect prices
worldwide for grains to go up. That affects the cost of a huge
amount of food products which will all go up as well.

Currently, Europe is facing a feed shortage for livestock, as
much of that is grown in Ukraine as well. So we’re not talking
only about the food that uses those grains, but also the cost
of meat, which has already been skyrocketing.

So, what do we do?

If you're not already doing so, I’'d recommend boosting your



stockpile now, before prices go up even more. That includes
buying meat and other frozen food, something that we don’t
normally consider to be part of our stockpile. There’s no
problem with stockpiling meat right now because there is no
risk on the horizon of our electricity going out.

In my option, food is one of the best investments going,
especially for those of us who don’t have thousands of dollars
to invest. Any money invested in food that your family will
eat pays off, as the cost of food generally increases faster
than the inflation rate. So when you eat that food, it will be
as if you were able to buy it at a bargain. It will also allow
you to spend the money you would on that food on other things.

At the same time, this is a good time to start working on
growing your own food if you aren’t doing so already. The
equation 1s tipping even more towards growing your own as
being a way of saving money. In addition to that, making your
own is always cheaper than buying it already packaged.

Manufactured Products

The combination of rising fuel prices and war is likely to
start affecting the cost and availability of manufactured
goods, over and above the shortages we’ve seen as a result of
the pandemic. Should China end up attacking Taiwan or doing
anything else which puts them more at odds with the United
States, there’s a good possibility that they will use economic
warfare as part of their overall strategy, cutting off the
shipment of products to the US.

Granted, that would hurt the Chinese economy as well, but you
can be sure that if cutting off supply to the US is part of
their strategy, they’ve already worked out how they will
minimize the impact on themselves. That’s only reasonable; the
type of action any country would take.

On top of that, there’s also the risk of the aforementioned



submarines being used to attack the shipping of goods into the
United States. While China and Russia wouldn’t attack their
own flag shipping or probably each other’s, there are plenty
of other ships carrying goods from China to the United States.
Roughly 170 ships a day make port in the US, giving those
submarines lots of targets to choose from.

So, what do we do?

As much as possible, you want to be in a position where you
can repair things yourself and aren’t dependent on buying new
products. That means having the tools and know-how to make
those repairs. Even so, that’'s hard to do today, in our
disposable society. But if you have something that 1is
repairable, then you’'re probably going to be better off
repairing it rather than replacing it.

Computers & the Internet

We're already under attack by Russian hackers, attacking US
companies with ransomware. I can guarantee you; the problem is
much worse than you think. My own sources, who work in network
security, have told me that thousands of companies are
currently under attack. With the way that ransomware works,
the companies have two choices: pay the ransom or shut down
and start over.

China 1is the world leader in cyberwarfare, with Russia
following in a close second. While there are some 300,000
hackers worldwide, who are attacking Russian interests, there
are probably more in Russia that are working in favor of their
government, even if they are not working directly for the
government.

Should World War III go full-bore, it will be the first time
for worldwide cyber warfare. That may very well end up being
more devastating than any other part of the war. We really
haven’t seen what major cyberwarfare looks like yet, or the



capabilities of our opponents. With our current dependence on
computers and the internet, it is possible that they could
shut large parts of our country down, making an effective
response to the war difficult at best.

So, what do we do?

Make sure that you can do the things you need to, without
depending on computers for everything. Even more than that,
make sure that you can survive without depending on our
massive infrastructure. While it is unlikely that they can
take down the entire grid or our entire nation’s water supply
with cyberwarfare, they can probably take it down in spots.
It’s a known fact that our power grid is being “tickled” by
hackers every day, looking for weaknesses. Even spotty
disruptions can cause major disruptions in society.

The two biggest concerns here are energy and water, two areas
that most preppers put a high priority into. Make sure you’'re
ready to harvest water and purify it, as well as producing at
least enough electricity to meet your most critical needs.

An easy, dirt-cheap way to withstand not just an EMP,
but any type of disaster
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