
What  Bug  Out  Vehicle  You
Should Choose
In case the proverbial brown stuff hits the fan, you basically
have two choices to survive.

You either stay put and try to outlive the event and its
aftermaths,  or  you  pack  your  stuff  and  take  on  the  road
towards  a  better  future.  If  you  are  part  of  the  second
category, you probably already have a bug out plan ready to be
put in motion and an equipped bug out vehicle to help you
reach your destination.

Now, when it comes to bug out vehicles, picking the right
option may not seem as easy as it looks. In fact, just because
you have an SUV, that doesn’t make it the best bug out vehicle
for your family.

There is a big debate in our community about what bug out
vehicles we should choose, and everyone thinks their choice is
the ideal one. I’m trying to have an impartial opinion when it
comes  to  these  types  of  debates  since  I  know  that  every
prepping plan is designed based on various factors (including
personal ones). That being said, I honestly believe that we
should first look at the pros and cons of various bug out
vehicles before we settle on a certain type.

Also, before we start looking at each option, I would like to
address the “bugging in no matter what” scenario. As preppers,
we should understand that we can’t predict or control the
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outcome of a disaster no matter how hard we try. The best we
can do is to mitigate the risks and get out of dodge when the
situation requires it.

You could make all the necessary arrangements to hunker down
and outlive others, but you also have to consider the option
of bugging out. The sudden development of a natural disaster
could force you to leave everything behind, and that means you
should have the means to do so, without putting your loved
ones at risk.

Now let’s look at the most popular options we have for bug out
vehicles and acknowledge their strengths and weaknesses.

Pros and Cons of your BOV of choice

1. The SUV
Almost every American family has a sport utility vehicle, and
it actually makes a good choice for a survival vehicle. There
are various types of SUV available on the market, including
hybrid ones. You will get a good range with a full tank of
gas, and if it’s a hybrid one, you will get even more miles
for your buck.

Not to mention that a good SUV is designed nowadays with off-
road capabilities, and you will be able to cross any type of
terrain you encounter on your way to safety. Add up a set of
all-terrain tires with moderate drag (designed for low fuel
consumption), and you should be set. If you top it with a roof
rack, you will also increase the storage capacity, and you
could even carry an alternative mean of transportation (bike,
boat, etc.)

The pros:

Good seating capacity (ideal for a family of four and
even larger ones)



An everyday use vehicle that you already own. One that
can be turned into a BOV when SHTF
Great  carrying  capacity  (you  can  add  extra  gear  or
additional gas)
You’re not exposed to direct attacks
With a proper setup, it can become a great off-road
vehicle

The cons:

Not very fuel efficient (you will eventually run out of
gas)
Can’t handle extreme terrain or weather without a costly
investment
Hard maneuverability (if any) in case of road blockages
or other obstacles

2. The motorcycle
Some  families  have  one
member that enjoys the two-
wheel  adventure.  There  are
many  motorcycles  on  the
market  built  for  extreme
adventures on rough terrain.
A  lot  of  people  travel
during  their  daily  commute
using  a  motorcycle,  and
there  are  those  who  don’t

mind the bumpy travel conditions. Nowadays, a good bike can go
for more than 500 miles with just an 8-gallon fuel tank, and
this makes them the preferred bug out vehicles for many.

A good motorcycle with a powerful engine can take you anywhere
you want, and it can also carry a decent amount of supplies.
There are various storage options available for these bikes
and people are living with only what their bike can carry.
Equip it with two large top cases and reinforced side bags,



and you can travel across the country without worries.

The pros:

Good  day  to  day  vehicle  with  excellent  off-road
capabilities
Fuel efficient compared to other vehicles
A decent amount of storage space (doubles if there’s
only one rider)
Good maneuverability (you won’t get stuck in traffic)

The cons:

Limited carrying capacity for people (also for supplies)
You’re exposed to the elements
You will eventually run out of fuel (no matter how good
the mileage is)
You’re exposed to direct attacks

3. The motorized bike
In recent years, thanks to
the  survival  moped,  there
were all sorts of motorbikes
emerging on the market. I,
for one, was obsessed with
it at some point with it and
it  took  me  a  lot  of
restraint to avoid making an
impulse buy.  (insert image
here

https://motoped.com/survival/ )

For some preppers, these types of motorbikes have become the
ultimate  survival  bug  out  vehicle  due  to  their  great
versatility.  With such a BOV, you won’t have to worry about
fuel since you can always use the pedal power. It can also be
used as an everyday vehicle due to its fuel efficiency and
looks (it’s too cool for some to resist it).
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Not to mention that these vehicles are designed for all types
of terrain and they can cover up to 400 miles with a decent
amount of supplies. They can be used both as main BOV or plan
B, in case your SUV gets stuck or runs out of gas. Nowadays,
there are companies designing these vehicles with survival
capabilities in mind (weapon holster, straps, and bags to
carry extra supplies and fuel, etc.) for the preppers with
disposable income.

The pros:

The most fuel-efficient BOV on the market
You can travel further using the pedals when the fuel
runs out
Various mounts, harnesses, and fitments allow you to
carry extra supplies
Can be used in conjunction with an SUV or other vehicles

The cons:

Designed for one person
Limited storage capacity compared with a four-wheeler
You’re exposed to elements (you will feel it on your
skin)
You’re exposed to direct attacks

4. The ATV
I  own  an  ATV  (all-terrain
vehicle) and like many other
owners, I can say that it’s
really a fun and practical
ride.  Since  I  love  to  go
camping,  for  me,  it  has
become a great vehicle for
exploring  the  great
outdoors.  Other  Americans
use it just as a fun ride
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while  there  are  some  that  use  it  for  various  hauling
operations.

Regardless of what people are using it for, the ATV can become
an  ideal  bug  out  vehicle  due  to  its  powerful  engine,
aggressive tires and relatively small size. It can traverse
all sorts of terrain (regardless of the weather) with decent
speed and good carrying capacity. Add a good trailer to it,
and you can haul pretty much everything you can think of.

The pros:

No road can block you, and it will take you anywhere you
want to go
You will overcome almost all type of road traffic and
roadblocks
It can be reinforced to provide body protection
It’s a cheap alternative compared to an SUV or a Jeep
(get a used one to save even more)

The cons:

Limited range and carrying capacity (unless you have a
trailer with additional gas and supplies)
Just like the motorcycle, you will be exposed to the
elements.
It is limited to only 2 passengers
You’re also exposed to direct attacks

5. The bicycle



The mountain bike you keep
in your garage can become a
good bug out vehicle in case
no  other  option  is
available.  Even  more,  be
smart about it and use it as
a plan B to your SUV.

Your bike doesn’t require fuel and it’s no wonder you can’t
see any bicycle in survival movies. The smart people have
probably put them to good use.

Joking aside, this alternative is considered a great BOV by
many survival experts. Its strong built and lightweight, but
also the rack system designed to add extra carrying capacity
makes it a great choice. Not to mention that it has all-
terrain  tires  designed  with  self-sealing  properties  and
increased resistance to puncture. Add to the list the fact
that there are systems that can generate electricity using the
bike, and you will understand why it is a preferred option for
many.

Even more, there are bikes equipped with a battery that can
take the full load and allow you to rest your legs during long
journeys.

The pros:

Unlimited mileage and there’s no need for fuel
Can  be  equipped  with  a  battery  for  longer  journeys
(ideal for physically unfit people)
It can cover all sorts of terrain
It’s silent compared to other BOVs, and it can help you
remain undetected when bugging out
It’s the best alternative to your main BOV regardless if
it’s an SUV or ATV



The cons:

Designed for one person
Limited carrying capacity
You’re exposed to the elements
You’re exposed to direct attacks
Limited range if you’re not a fit person

6. The human body
It may be weird to see the human body listed in an article
covering BOVs, but if you think about it, this is actually
your first option when it comes to bugging out, and it will be
your last resort when all your other options will fail you.

No matter how you look at it, your machines will break down,
and chances are you will not be able to fix them. However,
your body can literally last you until th day you die if you
take good care of it.

When it comes to survival, you should always put yourself
first, and that includes your body as well. In an emergency
situation, you will not care for anything else as much as you
care for your body, or at least that’s how logic dictates it.
You will have to prepare in advance and know well what your
capabilities are in a situation of crisis.

You need to know how much you can carry, what distance you can
cover, and for how long. You also have to figure out if you
have the proper gear and fuel for it, and overall, if you’re
in good shape.  After all, humans have relied on their bodies
for thousands of years, they can carry an impressive weight
for long distances with the proper training.

I  was  recently  looking  into  the  whole  madness  of  people
rushing to Mount Everest just to take a stupid photo (it’s
insane, I know) and I discovered that they don’t even carry
their gear. They carry the bare minimum to survive while the
Sherpa are carrying all the heavy loads. Things like tents,



furniture, and other luxury items, just to make the stay of
the paying “mountain lovers” as comfortable as possible.

Leaving integrity and ethical behaviors aside, these stories
show us what the human body is capable of. The fact that the
Sherpa can carry heavy loads of up to four times their weight
for more than six hours straight is astonishing. This also
shows us how unfit most people are and how hard it would be
for  them  to  carry  basic  survival  items  while  traversing
unfamiliar terrain.

The pros:

You can go almost anywhere you want, regardless of the
terrain and weather
Most cost-effective “bug out vehicle.”
You can cover a decent distance if you have the proper
fuel and a good physical condition
The quietest bug out vehicle if you know what you are
doing
You can overcome any blockades and obstruction compared
to other BOVs

The cons:

Limited  carrying  capacity  compared  to  mechanical  or
motorized BOVs
Limited speed and range (especially for unfit people)
You are exposed to the elements
You remain unprotected against direct attacks
Fuel is still required (food and water)

A small note
There are many other vehicles on the market and all sorts of
gadgets (so-called vehicles) that some could consider them as
a good bug out vehicle or alternative.  However, I cannot see
myself using a scooter, kickboard, or kick scooter for my bug



out plan. The cons here should be obvious, and I don’t think
there’s a point in writing about it. It’s pretty much common
sense at this point, and anyone using such alternative means
of transportation can’t really be serious about preparedness
and survival.

On the other side, there’s the horse. This ancient method of
transportation that was used by our ancestors to its full
extent, which is still being used and treasured today. Even
with this mention, we have to understand that a horse requires
special care, and most people don’t know how to ride one. If
you know what I’m talking about here, you can probably agree
that breaking a horse to undertake certain tasks is rather
difficult.

For example, there’s a lot of training that needs to be done
before you can fire a gun while riding a horse. You need a
gun-broke horse before you fire your gun from the saddle or
across the animal and that’s not a common trait for your
average  horse.  Not  to  mention  that  most  horses  are  quite
skittish and the last thing you need when traversing rough
terrain is a nervous or excitable horse. The bottom line is
that not all horses can be used as a “bug out vehicle,” and it
takes  certain  people  to  train  horses  to  undertake  long,
dangerous journeys.

Concluding
Regardless  of  what  bug  out  vehicle  you  choose,  my
recommendation would be to always have a plan B for it. Make
sure it is suited for all your family members (altogether or
individually) and it can carry a good amount of supplies.
Protection wise, it’s a matter of personal choice and acquired
skills.

You can suggest other options or tell us about your choice of
heart by using the comment section below. And for the love of
God…don’t mention the Segway! Somehow, it keeps finding its



way into this debate.

Stay safe and always be prepared!
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