
Why Have We Got Thanksgiving
All Wrong?
As we hit Thanksgiving week once again, many are reminded of
the need to give thanks for the many blessings we all enjoy.

Sadly, we need that reminder, as many of us are too busy
complaining about what we don’t have, to remember to give
thanks for what we do have. It’s basically impossible to be
both thankful and ungrateful at the same time, as the two are
polar opposites. But in our negatively focused world, the
negative  emotion  of  ungratefulness  seems  to  take  charge,
overriding any feelings of thanksgiving.

There are many people in our country who are never really
thankful. Rather, they are bitter about life in general and
our country specifically.

They  don’t  see  this  day  as  an  annual  celebration  of
thanksgiving, but rather as an annual reminder of the wrongs
that our country has done.

Click here to find out how to survive
when the lights go out!

Yes, our country has done wrongs. We aren’t perfect by a long
shot.

But the revisionist history that the progressive-liberal left
is pushing these days is far from the truth. For some reason,
they have chosen to vilify every action of this great land of
ours, and are determined to turn everything we Americans have
ever done to bad, applying negative motivations to everything
our forefathers did.

These people are essentially projecting their ideology onto
the past, trying to show how the things they claim are wrong
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with  this  country  have  existed  since  the  beginning.  They
ignore the true lessons of history and the true actions of
those who came before us, in favor of spewing forth hatred.

Much of this hatred is racially based. As Booker T. Washington
once said,

“There is a certain class of ‘race-problem solvers’ who don’t
want the patient to get well, because as long as the disease

holds out they have not only an easy means of making a
living, but also an easy medium through which to make

themselves prominent before the public.”  

It seems that this class of people is still alive and well in
America today.

Buy why should discontentment ever override thanksgiving? What
is there in the human soul, which desires to complain rather
than to give thanks? What has happened to this country, where
we have forgotten about the importance of “happiness” in our
pursuit of happiness?

I  would  have  to  say  that  there  is  more  grumbling  and
complaining in America today, than there is in many other
countries, which aren’t as well off. In fact, you rarely hear
the people of those countries complain.

Oh, they might complain about their back hurting from hard
work, but even that is minimal. Rarely do they complain about
their country’s history, about being oppressed, or about how
others have it better off than they do.

Actually, if those people talk about how others are better off
than they are, it is as a dream; the dream of attaining that
place for themselves. Much of the world still looks to America
and the American Dream as something to be attained. That’s why
hundreds of thousands of them come to America every year, by
whatever means possible, including coming here illegally.
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Those people come here looking for opportunity; for to them,
America is still the land of opportunity. Yet there are those
who  languish  inside  our  own  borders,  who  don’t  see  the
opportunity all around them. They complain about what they
don’t have, rather than doing what they can to get it for
themselves, missing opportunities that are right in front of
their eyes.

This  complaining  attitude  that  we  see  all  around  us  is
actually a symptom of our affluence. As crazy as it may seem,
when people don’t have to work hard to survive, they are much
more likely to complain. With the ever-expanding welfare state
we have in the USA today, there are many who have nothing
better to do, than to complain.

So Many Reasons to Be Thankful For
I give thanks that I was born in this great country. No, it
isn’t perfect, nor are the American people perfect. But it is
way ahead of whatever is in second place.

I know many people in many parts of the world, and none of
them  live  with  all  the  advantages  that  we  have  in  this
country, regardless of our ethnic origins, gender or creed. We
are a truly unique country; and for that, we should give
thanks.



So, if people
from  other
lands  still
see the United
States  of
America as the
land  of
opportunity,
yet  our  own
citizens
don’t, where’s
the
disconnect?
Who is wrong?
Is  it  that
those  people
just don’t see
how  evil  our
country really
is?  Or  could
it  be  that
those  of  us
why  are
discontented
don’t
understand who
we are and the
blessings they
have received?

Are there people who have it better than others? Yes there
are. Some are born with the advantage of wealth, but they are
truly in the minority.

The  true  “advantage”  that  most  have,  isn’t  wealth,  but
parents. They were born into a home with married parents who
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were committed to their children and to each other. They were
taught a good work ethic. They were taken to church regularly.
They were forced to do their homework. They were encouraged to
study in college and they were disciplined by those parents,
when they did wrong.

This is called “white privilege” by some, but it really isn’t
a racial privilege, as it crosses racial lines. Children of
every ethnicity, who grow up under the same conditions, have
the same results, regardless of the color of their skin, the
bathroom they use or the church they go to.

If there is any real privilege in this country, it is the
privilege of being born an American. While the American Dream
may not be what it once was, this is still the land of
opportunity. Every day, people from all walks of life succeed,
not because they are privileged, but because of having a dream
and are willing to do the hard work necessary to turn that
dream into reality.

I give thanks that I grew up in a country where my success
isn’t dependent on my parents’ pedigree, but instead is based
upon my own hard work. Were it not so, I wouldn’t be as
successful as I am today. While some would want to destroy
that, so far, it still stands.

Are there those who try and control society, business and the
government? Yes there are. But show me a time and place in
world history, where there wasn’t a group of “elite” people
who were trying to control society, business and government. I
don’t  care  if  you  refer  to  them  as  royalty,  the  Central
Committee of the Communist Party or the oligarchy; there are
always those who take control, “ruling” in their time and
place.

American oligarchs are no more evil than the kings and princes
of the past. Nor are they more selfish than the Politburo of
the now-defunct Soviet Union. Whatever group of “elites” take
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control  in  whatever  age  of  history,  do  so  for  their  own
benefit. There is no “class” of perfect, unselfish people who
can be entrusted to rule, because they will always do what is
best for others.

Yes, there have been those in authority, who have used their
authority for the benefit of others, but they are in the
minority. Even then, you can be assured that they used their
positions for their own benefit, the benefit of their families
and the benefit of their friends as well. That’s human nature.

But we can give thanks that the oligarchs of today, which some
love to complain about, are at least doing so in a culture and
under a political system, that allows their actions to give
advantage to many others, not just themselves. While they may
make millions more than the average middle-class person does,
the corporations they are running give jobs to thousands of
those middle-class people.

Thankful  for  What  Makes  Us
Different
If there is one thing that America has given to the world, it
is a system which allows the greatest opportunity for the most
people to be lifted out of poverty. Our capitalistic, free-
market system has generated more wealth and lifted more people
out of poverty, than any other political-economic system ever
devised my man. It may not be perfect, but it is the best we
have.

In fact, it is so good, that it has been exported to the rest
of the world. While many think of Coca-Cola and other such
products  as  our  biggest  exports,  they  are  not.  Freedom,
liberty, self-determination, and our free-market system are
our biggest exports.

And they are exports which are changing the world.



Yet there are those who villainize that very same system,
speaking of the “moral superiority” of socialism. How can it
be morally superior to make everyone equally poor, while the
elite still enjoy their positions of prestige and wealth? The
very idea that such a socialist system is superior is beyond
me, even without looking at the historic reality of how every
socialist country has become communist, repressing individual
liberty and stealing from the people. Any “superior system”
would have to be one which gives the most opportunity to the
most people.

Even with the oligarchy that we have (assuming that you and I
accept that it exists), we are still a society which is based
upon self-determination. Nobody is telling us what job we have
to do or placing a cap on how much money we can earn. That’s
something else we can give thanks for.

Our  political  system,  while  filled  with  imperfect  people,
gives us the right to remove those who fail us, the people,
and replace them with those who will look after our rights.
That’s  what  the  voting  booth  is  for.  We  the  people  are
supposed to be in control.

But this takes effort. We must educate ourselves, rather than
merely accepting what others say. The chattering class has
their own agenda and it is not in our favor. We must look
beyond what they tell us and seek the truth. Otherwise, the
mainstream media will do our voting for us. They’ve done it
before and I can guarantee you, they want to do it again.

Maybe if we quit complaining about our political system and
the politicians in it and started educating ourselves about
the issues and candidates, we could do better. We could vote
for candidates of integrity and solid values. We could once
more take control of our government and make it once again, a
government by the people and for the people.

The problems our country faces aren’t Washington’s fault; they



are ours. We the people have allowed them to exist. So it is
up to we the people to do something about them. That’s why we
have a vote. That’s why we have a voice. We must learn to use
it.

I thank God that I live in a country where I have the right to
vote…  and  I  pray  that  more  of  us  would  take  that  right
seriously and use that right in the right way!
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