
Did You Buy a Gun? The First
Things To Do After
Most new gun owners can’t wait to get out to the range and
start shooting. While practicing makes our list of top 6
things to do; there are some other equally important things to
take care of first.

No matter whether you purchased a gun for sporting, hunting,
or safety, doing these simple things will ensure your safety,
and the long term usefulness of the gun.

1. Get and Read the Owner’s Manual
If your gun didn’t come with an owner’s manual, get one from
the manufacturer. They will usually send one for free. Most
manufacturers  have  manuals  on  their  website  that  you  can
download and print for yourself, or you can write to them and
get a copy for free. Failing that, consider using one of the
many books available on basic gun assembly, dis-assembly, and
maintenance.

Once you have the manual, read it cover to cover to learn
about the different parts of your gun and how it operates.

Firearms are complex and potentially dangerous weapons in the
hands of those unfamiliar with the way they function. They are
also just as dangerous in the hands of someone that takes
advice from others that seem to think they know more than the
manufacturer when it comes to suitable ammunition, breaking in
the gun, and maintenance requirements.

Never take the word of someone else, even if they are a
professional  gunsmith  over  what  you  find  in  the  owner’s
manual. If in doubt, write to the manufacturer and ask for
further clarification. Until you are absolutely certain that

https://www.survivopedia.com/first-thing-to-do-after-you-bought-a-gun/
https://www.survivopedia.com/first-thing-to-do-after-you-bought-a-gun/


all your questions are answered, do not fire the gun.

2. Don’t Assume Your Gun Is Clean
and Ready to Fire
Once you’ve read up on how to clean the gun, you must take
time to practice disassembling, cleaning, and lubricating it.
These  steps  are  vital  to  ensuring  the  gun  will  fire
effectively,  safely,  and  reliably.

Most new guns come coated with a protective grease to protect
against rust and corrosion. Unfortunately, this coating is
ineffective at lubricating the various internal moving parts
of  the  firearm  and  barrel.  The  gun  must  be  disassembled,
lubed, and inspected for hidden damage.

Even if you bought a brand new gun, factory errors do occur,
and damage can also happen in shipping. If you purchased a
used weapon, you have no way of knowing what substance the
previous owner may have used to clean and maintain the gun, or
if he did at all.

If your firearm didn’t come with a cleaning/lubricating kit,
you will need to purchase one. Choose a cleaner that removes
factory  grease,  lead,  copper,  and  powder  fouling.  After
removing all of the factory grease, your firearm needs to be
properly lubricated.

It should be noted there are many formulas on the market. 
Modern  synthetic  lubricants  work  best  and  are  many  times
better than old oils.

Never use WD-40 or any other cleaning agent not specifically
made for firearms. Doing so could cause damage to the bluing
of the gun, or lead to serious injury to yourself and others
around you once the gun is fired.

Before you go dropping any lubricants into the cracks and



crevices of your firearm, be familiar with how to field strip
and reassemble your firearm first. You should apply lubricant
to each of the moving parts of your firearm such as the slide
rails, hinge pins, recoil parts, and trigger assembly.

You  may  also  use  a  thin  coating  of  the  modern  synthetic
lubricant on the outside of the barrel and other exposed metal
parts as a rust preventative. Be careful to apply just enough
lubricant to get the job done.

Video first seen on National Shooting Sports Foundation.

3. Select Proper Ammunition
The barrel on most guns is marked with the type of cartridge
recommended by the manufacturer. Most cartridges come in a
variety of bullet weights, measured in grains, and styles.

Since there are redundancies in ammo types, one cartridge may
be suitable for both hunting and self-defense, while others
only for specific purposes.

Recently, specialty ammo has become more popular than broad
range  options.  Do  the  research  and  consult  with  the
manufacturer’s manual as to which bullet weight and style is
best for your firearm and your intended purpose.

Varying from the manufacturer’s specifications in this area
can substantially shorten the working life of the gun, lead to
malfunction, may even cause the gun to backfire or injure you,
and may also void your warranty.

4. Fire the Gun Properly the First
Time
Before loading a full magazine and firing, you need to break
in the barrel and test fire the gun.  Typically, both steps
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can be accomplished together. To begin, test fire the gun by
inserting a single round and shoot the gun. Next, clean the
barrel with the synthetic lubricant on a patch followed by one
or two dry patches.

While not everyone agrees with the practice of single-shot
test firing, it gives you a chance to experience the weapon’s
recoil and other firing characteristics without another bullet
being ready to fly from the barrel.

This is especially important if you have never fired a gun
before and might become startled by the sound, shell ejection,
or many other things that may cause you to drop the gun or
otherwise  lose  control  of  it.  Even  seasoned  gun  shooters
should follow this practice, since you never really know when
a gun will stovepipe or do something else that causes you to
lose control of the weapon before you learn what you need
about how the gun will handle from a first test fire shot.

Variants of this process involve changing the number of rounds
fired before each cleaning. For example, you fire one shot,
clean the barrel, then fire two shots and clean the barrel
again, then fire three shots and so on. Bear in mind that this
initial effort, however inconvenient, will reward you with a
lifetime of safe and reliable shooting.

5.  Practice,  Practice,  and  then
Practice
It’s recommended that inexperienced shooters enroll in some
kind of training to educate them on proper gun handling and
shooting techniques.



Unfortunately, most basic training classes only teach you how
to point your gun down range, aim at a fixed target, and pull
the trigger. This type of training won’t teach you how to
stalk prey and hit a moving target for hunting purposes, or
how to use your weapon in a home-defense combat situation.

For  that  reason,  you  should  consider  taking  an  advanced
training class that teaches you how to use your gun for real
survival purposes. Always practice what you learned as often
as possible at a firing range so that your skills grow and
develop.

6. Always Know the Gun Laws in Your
Local Area
Gun laws vary from state to state, and in some cases, from
county to county.  Although hotly contested, some require
weapons and certain magazine types to be registered. Most
states  also  require  concealed  carry  permits,  while  others
allow you to carry your gun in plain sight as long as you have
the proper permits and registration for the weapon itself.

Check with your state and local governments to see what laws
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apply to you and the specific gun type you purchased.

Ultimately, everyone has their own idea of what steps to take
after purchasing a firearm.  Whether your gun is intended for
hunting,  home-defense,  or  everyday  target  shooting,  safety
should always be paramount.

The more familiar you are with your firearm, its parts, and
its ammo, the more effective you will be when it comes to
actually shooting, whether your target is a piece of paper
down range, a deer in the woods, or an intruder on your
doorstep.

This  article  has  been  written  by  Cody
Griffin  for  Survivopedia.
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