Changing Homes: How to Stay
Prepared

I’'m facing my third move in the last few years.

When I was forced to move the first time, I got my home to
where I felt I was ready for whatever TEOTWAWKI event might
come.

Since then, I've lived in two different apartments, which made
prepping a real challenge. Now my wife and I are in the
process of buying our “forever home” in a small town near
here. So, I'm going to start all over again with the home

prepping.

If you are in a similar process, here are some pointers on how
to stay prepared when changing homes.

Choosing Your New Home

If you're going to have to move, it only makes sense to make
sure that you make the move end up being to your benefit,
regardless of the reason you’'re moving. Chances are, there are
things that you saw in your own home, which you wish were
different. We all do that. But the real question is, which of
those things could affect your ability to survive? Those are
the things you want to change.
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One major thing to consider is where your home 1is going to be.
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I've been in survival for a lot of years, during which many
theories have changed. But one thing that hasn’t is that it's
easier to survive in a home in the wilderness or a rural
community than to do so by living in the crowded center of a
city.

Moving is an excellent chance at finding a home that is well
located for survival. Smaller towns within a reasonable drive
surround most big cities; say 30 minutes or so. Buying a home
in one of those communities gets you out of the city while
being close enough to drive to work and the stores. Besides,
that the lots are usually bigger and the price tags on those
homes are generally lower.

Buying that home in a rural community will probably make it
possible for you to buy a bigger house for the same amount of
money, or even less. That could mean having the space you need
for your stockpile rather than having to hide it under the
beds.

Things to Consider when Choosing a
Home

Buying or even renting a home is a big decision, so you want
to get it right. That'’s even more challenging for those of us
who consider ourselves preppers. We have needs that others
don't, or at least don’t know they need. When picking a home,
we want to make sure that we consider those things.

Picking the right location can be the biggest challenge of
all, especially when considering that we’re dealing with a
limited number of houses on the market to choose from. Perhaps
we should look at this from the viewpoint of making sure that
we don’t buy a home in a location that we don’t want rather
than picking the location we want. Ultimately, it’s going to
be a series of compromises anyway; make sure you don’t make a
compromise that’s going to make it harder to survive.



» Land — Buying a home out in the country can provide the
opportunity to get a bigger lot, one where you can do a
bit more gardening. Having a big backyard may not be a
priority right now, but if you’re going to be forced to
live off of what you can grow, it will suddenly become
one.

» Water — Ideally, it would be nice to have a home with
water on the property, but chances of finding such a
property are rare. With that being the case, what’s the
closest groundwater source if the city water goes down?
Is it close enough that you could go there on foot to
haul water back home? How would you move it?

= Neighbors — It’s hard to find out anything about the
neighborhood when buying a home, but you just might run
into a nosy neighbor who can give you the scoop on
everyone. If you do, that’s a plus, as you can find out
if there are any neighbors you’d want to avoid. I’'m
talking about avoiding because they would make it harder
to survive, not any other reason. The neighborhood
kleptomaniac might end up being a real problem.

- Defensible — Home defense could become a significant
problem in a post-disaster world. So part of what you
want to look at is how you’re going to make your home
more defensible. Does it already have a fence? Are there
places where attackers could approach unseen? Is the
property located in a way where you and your neighbors
can provide mutual defense? What's the neighborhood
like.

- Sunlight — Take a moment to check out how sunlight falls
on the property and the home. Google’s “Project Sunroof”
website can provide you with a view of how the sunlight
falls on the house. This is useful for determining where
to put solar panels and how many would work effectively
on the home’s roof.

- Flooding — Buying a home in what’s known as a “100-year
flood plain” would pretty much go against everything it
means to be a prepper. The only thing worse would be to



buy a home in a flood plain that’s in a hurricane zone.

Before the Move

Preparing your new home for survival starts before moving,
while you're preparing to move out of the other house. One of
the critical things to do during that time is to make sure
that you take your preps. That's relatively easy for your
stockpile but can be difficult with something that could be
considered modifications to the home.

When I was forced to move, I made sure that I took my wind
turbine, solar panels, and water barrels from my rainwater
collection system. But I could not take the two large water
tanks I had because I had no place to keep them in an
apartment. Nor could I take my garden, fruit trees, rain
gutters, and the hedge I had planted for security. You do what
you can and leave it at that. We do plenty of projects to our
homes, preparing for a coming disaster, which just can’t be
moved.

If you can’'t take something, try to make sure you document
what you had, as well as possible, even if it’s just taking
pictures from different angles. That documentation may help
you in your new home, saving you the time to figure out how
you did it before. I’ve had many a project that went
considerably better the second time around because of having
records of how I did it the first time.

While you're at that, make sure you take notes on what didn’t
work out in your old home, especially on prepping projects.
You don’t want to repeat those mistakes, and while it may seem
like you’'d never forget them, it’s incredible just how many
times we do.

While all this is going on, take a good look at your new home.
Is there anything that should be done before you move in? I
always like to get things like painting and refinishing floors



out of the way before moving into a home, but that’s not the
kind of thing I'm talking about. It merely illustrates the
things you should look for. Just like it’s good to paint
before having furniture in the way, it’s also good to modify
the plumbing for solar hot water heating and install in-floor
safes when there isn’t anything in the way.

I'm planning an entire month’s worth of work on my new home
before moving in. Some of that time will be spent on the
painting, as mentioned earlier, but most will be spent on
installing the solar hot water and getting my workshop set up
to do other work on my home.

The other thing I’'ll be doing is making sure that I have
enough supplies and gear in place so that if we suffer a
disaster while I'm still getting organized in my new home,
we’'ll be able to survive. This includes stockpiling some water
and putting in at least a minimal rainwater capture
capability. I'll also be beefing up what I keep in the
vehicles to have those supplies available to us wherever we
are in the process.

Prioritizing Your Projects

Just as with a new prepper, you're going to find yourself
overwhelmed with all the things you need to do. It will be
worse, as you've got a better idea of what you need to do than
they do.

Nevertheless, as we all know, it's impossible to do everything
at once. So you're going to have to prioritize your projects.
More than anything, this means prioritizing them based upon
your survival priorities. Things like securing a water source
have to come before digging a root cellar or planting a hedge
for security.

Finances are always a factor in making these decisions but
don’t allow finances to outweigh the practical needs of



survival. If necessary, break those expensive projects into
more manageable chunks, significantly if the small pieces
improve your survival chances.

The other factor is how quickly any particular project can be
completed. Putting up my wind turbine isn’t as high a survival
priority in my new home as installing gutters for a rainwater
capture system. But I can do the wind turbine in a couple of
hours without buying a thing. Putting fascia and gutters on my
house for rainwater capture is not only going to take longer,
but I'm going to have to purchase the materials.

I realize that these three areas all contradict each other.
That's normal. It’'s up to each of us to make sense of it in
our situation. So what works for you may not work for me. We
each make the best of the situation as we can.

Some Key Things to Do

While there are many things to do to make sure our homes are
ready for survival, I want to mention a few key things. None
of these are tough to do, and they all will help improve your
family’'s chances of survival. So they should all be pretty
high up on your list.

- Rainwater Capture — Installing rainwater capture is the
easiest way to ensure that your family will have water
to drink. It’'s also much more cost-effective than
putting in a well.

 Harden Your Doors — Since the average deadbolted door
can be kicked open fairly easily, it’s a good idea to
install security striker plates and hinges on the doors,
making it much harder for people to break in.

- Set Up Security — Whatever type of security measures
you're accustomed to making should be put into effect as
soon as possible. Thieves look for people moving,
knowing that they’re disorganized when they get into
their new place. They see that as an opportunity to



steal, with the idea that their victims will think it
was lost in the move.

- Organize Your Supplies — Take the time to organize your
supplies, rather than just stashing them away somewhere.
Do a complete inventory, including marking down where
the items are stored.

- Bolt Down the Gun Safe — If you’ve got a gun safe, bolt
it down to the floor, assuming your home is built on a
slab. If it doesn’t, then still bolt it down to the
floor, adding the walls too. Do whatever you can to make
sure it can’t just be carted off.

» Install Emergency Power — If you have solar panels or
wind turbines you’ve brought from your old home, don’t
just leave them sitting in the garage. Get them mounted
and your battery backup system put back together. That
may be the first thing you end up using.

- Make a Cache or Two — Chances are, any caches you had
before are too far from your new home to do you any
good, except perhaps at your survival retreat. If that'’s
the case, find some good spots for new caches and set
them up.

- Buy Consumables — There are some things that you might
not be able to move, like the 55-gallon drum of gasoline
that you keep in the shed. If you had to leave something
like that behind, then you’ll want to replenish them as
soon as possible.

Make 1t Better than Before

Moving provides an opportunity that most of us wouldn’t
otherwise have, improving on what we had before. A poorly
designed and installed rainwater capture may never be replaced
just because it's already there and working. But that doesn’t
mean that we want to do it the same way, all over again. If
you've got to redo it, you may as well do it better.

Take the time to look at what others have done before. There



are always new ideas coming out, and none of us own them all.
Taking the time to do a little online research can yield a
host of new ideas, which we can integrate into our new homes.
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