6 Basics To Follow When
Building Your Weapons

From self-defense to fighting terrorists, the question of how
to build newer and better weapons will always be a challenge.
Where to start from? What weapon is the most effective one?
What features to have in mind? A lot of questions are to be
asked, and finding the answers isn’t the easiest task.

The basics are always where you will return to solve problems
as well as where you will go to explore new innovations and
ideas.

So let’s start with the basics!

When it comes to the arena of personal defense, a good quality
weapon must have at least six basic features. We'’ll take them
one by one in the following article.

Be Effective Within the
Limited Scope of Self-defense

Consider a situation where you believe that a nuclear bomb is
the most powerful weapon on the planet, and a ballpoint pen
the weakest. Do you really need a nuclear bomb (as they exist
in known modern technology) to take out a thug trying to get
into your home?

While you may be enraged enough to lob a nuke, that doesn’t
mean it 1is an effective weapon for your situation. 0ddly
enough, the ballpoint pen will actually make a better weapon
against a single attacker. A modified ballpoint pen that can
deliver poison or a dart will work even better.
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Put the Element of Surprise
Back on Your Side

There is no question that an AK-47 or an AR-15 can be used to
deter one person or several from harming you and your loved
ones, but the size of these weapons makes them a bit hard to
hide.

If you are out in public, carrying these weapons can alert
more determined attackers to the fact that you are ready and
able to defend yourself. This, in turn, takes away any element
of surprise that might have bought you both leverage and a
second or two of time.

Because there are limits to legal weapon ownership, but no
limit to what criminals can obtain, this can put you at a
serious disadvantage.

Perhaps we can even say never bring an “assault rifle” to a
machine gun fight. In this situation, you might be better off
carrying a concealed handgun because it won’t be noticed
unless there is a need to use it. At that point, your attacker
will have already underestimated you and followed through with
an opening action that you have a better chance of defeating.

Even if you have a .45 caliber handgun, you may be overpowered
after taking out just one adversary. This is just one area
where being able to innovate and design better weapons will
serve you well as a prepper. Being able to pack the power of a
machine gun with the selectivity of a conventional rifle into
something the size of a handgun would put you well ahead of
any attacker.
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Be Focused in Target
Acquisition

As far as small, effective weapons go, grenades are certainly
easy to conceal and add plenty of surprise to a situation. Now
let us look at a situation where someone pulls a gun on you,
either in your own home or while you are in public. Let us
also say that a family member, or even other innocent people
are in the area.

No matter how carefully you aim the grenade, there is a chance
that innocent bystanders will be hurt by the shrapnel. Unless
you have a well-staged fire zone to throw the grenade into,
and an ability to limit damage to bystanders, it won’t make
for a good personal defense weapon.

In a world where terrorists are running rampant, it can be
said that a weapon with too limited an impact has just as
harmful an impact on bystanders as one that is too far
reaching. For this scenario, let’s say you are out in public
and a terrorist wearing a suicide bomb vest pulls a gun on
you.

Even though a grenade won’t work in this scenario, a knife or
a ballpoint pen won’t do much good either.

A rifle, on the other hand might be more suited to stopping
this tragedy because it will be possible to shoot the
terrorists while he/she is still further away from large
numbers of people. This is yet another area where innovation
in consumer level self-defense weapons might do far more good
than you realize.
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Be Free of Interference by
Others

This includes free of the cost of ammunition, repair, and
legal oversight.

Many people look to guns as classic self-defense weapons
because they are effective, reliable, and efficient.

As effective as guns, tasers, and other projectile based
systems may be, they also come with a number of prohibitive
costs that include:

» The actual cost of the weapon. A good quality handgun
from a reputable manufacturer can cost several hundred
dollars even before you add on better sights and
suitable hand grips.

= The cost of basic training and practice. If you weren’t
raised in a community where gun ownership is part of the
society, then it can be quite expensive to learn how to
shoot, store, and manage a gun. In a similar way, if you
live in a city or other restrictive area, honing and
keeping your skills up can be quite expensive. Aside
from paying for time at an indoor range, you may also
have to pay for ammunition provided by the facility.

= The cost of advanced courses and situation awareness
training. The legal definition of a crime includes
having making a specific, knowing decision to commit
that act. As such, it should come as no surprise that
someone intent on committing a crime will also be as
well prepared as possible to carry it out.

If you are interested in self-defense, then you must also be
prepared with as many skills and strategies as possible.
Unless you are in law enforcement or in the military, the cost
of that kind of training is very expensive.



Click here to subscribe to Survivopedia’s newsletter and get
this month’s Free Report about the fundamentals of self-
defense weaponry.

No matter whether you choose knives, bows and arrows, guns,
tasers, or swords, the cost associated with advanced training
and practice may well be beyond your budget.

= Weapons, like any other machine, require maintenance and
repairs. Contrary to popular belief, guns aren’t the
only weapons on the market that come with a high repair
and maintenance costs. Bows, knives, and swords can also
cost several hundred dollars to repair or maintain over
time.

= The cost and availability of ammunition. If you remember
the scandal surrounding the cost and lack of
availability of .22LR ammo? No matter how you look at
it, the cost of weapons that launch projectiles can be
very expensive. To add insult to injury, ammo scarcity
can act as a control point that may make it difficult,
if not impossible to use the weapon you bought for self-
defense.

= The cost of permits and licenses. While terrorists and
criminals who get away with murder and mayhem on a
routine basis never worry about these costs, the average
prepper has to deal with them along with every other
expense on this list.

In these times, you might not always feel comfortable with
learning how to make your own weapons and ammunition. At the
very least, the basics may come in handy if a social collapse
occurs and you wind up having to develop designs that go
beyond a crudely fashioned spear made from a sapling and
knapped stones.

Even something as simple as understanding what kind of blade
shape will be most effective can make the difference between
life and death.
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Expand Your Strategy Options,
Not Limit Them

In the arena of self-defense, it is very easy to have too many
weapons that don’t work well at close range, or ones that
don’t do enough damage to the target regardless of the
distance. Avoiding both traps will require a good bit of trial
and error. Before you even begin designing a new weapon, take
time to study existing weapons and try them out.

While you are studying different weapons, pay careful
attention to the basic parts and how they work. Think about
how the weapon would work in a building, in a crowded area, or
in very close quarters.

By the time you complete your study, you should have a list of
weapons that will work well within arm’s length, some that
will work several feet away, and others that will work up to
or beyond 100 yards away.

No matter which one you plan to build, think about how
existing devices limited defensive and offensive strategies,
and think about how you can change the fundamental parts of
the weapon to better suit your needs.

The Best Weapon 1s One You
Have

Over the years, considerable controversy has emerged over the
“Top 5” guns, knives, tasers, crossbows, swords, and other
weapons. People in the military, law enforcement, or other
walks of life are always more than happy to share their
experiences with any given weapon.

For every testimonial shared, you are sure to find dozens that



had a similar experience, and just as many others that had
differing outcomes.

If you actually go out and try these different weapons, you
will more than likely find yourself agreeing with some people,
but not all of them. From that perspective, the best self-
defense weapon isn’t one that you heard about, and should aim
to acquire. Rather, it will have the following features:

= It should be a weapon that you are comfortable using.
Just because a .45 caliber semi-automatic has plenty of
stopping power, that doesn’t mean you should give up a
lower caliber revolver that you feel comfortable with.
In a similar fashion, if you feel more comfortable
wielding a knife at close ranges, it doesn’t make much
sense to draw a gun just because you have it on hand.

= Your personal defense weapons should fit your needs,
budget, and comfort levels. In a stressful, life
threatening encounter with a criminal or terrorist, a
weapon that you are uncomfortable with can cause you to
freeze up, miss the target, or lose complete control of
the weapon and the situation.

A personal defense weapon should be something you feel
comfortable carrying at all times. Remember, even a ballpoint
pen can kill at close range in numerous ways. Never
underestimate the simplicity of a device just because it looks
harmless, or others don’t see it for what it is.

Within some limits, a weapon that you design yourself can
truly be more effective and more efficient than anything you
might buy based on the beliefs of others.



CLICK HERE

To Find Out
A Green Beret’s Guide
To Gun Mastery

Watch video >>

This article has been written by Carmela Tyrell for
Survivopedia.
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