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Relocating Abroad: Is It an Option for You?

2014-05-31 19:46:48 By James Armstrong

“The Land of the Free” is a phrase that’s been heard and used countless times to describe America.
The line, of course, originates from the stirring lyrics of our national anthem, “The Star-Spangled
Banner”. But for many of us, the phrase has become imbued with cruel irony - we Americans have
seen much of our freedom erode over time, and particularly within the last few years.

No one needs to remind us of how much we have lost. Between the NSA’s snooping activities and the
Feds meddling with nearly every aspect of our lives, America has come to resemble a Fascist
dictatorship more than the beacon of freedom it once was.

So how does America stack up in comparison to other countries in terms of overall freedom? In some
ways, that’s a difficult question to answer, simply because the word freedom can be interpreted in so
many different ways.

As real freedom continues to evaporate in the US, many have already relocated and many more are
thinking about leaving. Would you consider moving abroad - especially if things deteriorate further in
the US, or if there were an economic collapse?

What would you look for in a new home elsewhere? Let’s see what it’s really like to live in different
countries abroad, compared to living in America.

As an American citizen who has lived abroad for most of the last decade, I’ve had a chance to observe
first-hand what it’s like to live in several other countries and how they differ from our homeland. And
I have met many Americans who have moved to Europe in search of a better environment for
themselves and their families.

For instance, I know organic farmers who have settled in various countries to escape the
Monsanto-dominated agricultural reality in the States - many European countries are GMO-free.

I also know many who have chosen to raise their families in places where life is safer overall and
where the quality of education is much higher. Many of the Americans I know who have resettled
abroad are currently happy and thriving. Others decided after months or years that they preferred life
back home.

What About Europe? 

I've visited mainly European countries, both Western and Eastern -- Holland, France, Bulgaria,
Romania, but many other places in Europe, and have had the chance to get a taste of what daily life is
like in at least a dozen different nations.

Although every country has its own laws and customs, there are a few things in common that seem to
differ from the States. One of the most surprising - and perhaps most telling - differences I have
witnessed is the lack of police presence in most of the places I’ve lived and visited - and I mean that in
a good way.

As I was born and raised in US, one thing I can say about Texas - especially after getting a broader
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perspective from traveling in and out of the US - is that in many ways it resembles a police
state. Between the run-for-profit prison system, which rewards those in charge of incarcerating
people, and the pervasive presence of local police forces, sheriff’s departments, the Texas Highway
Patrol, Texas Rangers and the Border Patrol (not to mention all the other Federal authorities creeping
around in the background), Texas has become a somewhat terrifying and oppressive place to live.

The state of Texas is a somewhat extreme example, but from my experience - and I’ve also traveled in
at least 40 states - the US has become a nation of cops and criminals. If you’re not a cop, you’re
probably a criminal - or at least a potential one - in the authorities’ eyes. And the strange thing is that
America is actually a very dangerous place to live compared to almost any European country.

Aside from petty criminals and pickpockets, European cities are much less dangerous than those in
America (I was the victim of thieves in a Brussels train station once - these criminals were around ten
years old and stole my laptop while I turned my back for a second - but that’s the only time I’ve had a
problem in ten years of living and traveling here).

Here’s an example of how different things can feel
abroad in terms of relations between the police and the public.

When I first moved to Europe, I lived in Holland, and one of the things I witnessed a few days after
arriving in Amsterdam was a local arguing with a cop over a parking ticket he had just put on her car.

It was very interesting to me because the body language of the policeman and the woman was the
complete opposite of what you would expect in a similar situation in the States.

It was obvious that the woman had no fear of having her head slammed onto the hood of the car and
being handcuffed - as often happens in the US when someone makes the mistake of arguing
vehemently with a cop - and it was also obvious that the policeman felt an obligation to listen to what
the woman had to say. It was as if the cop understood that he was merely a servant of the people
who pay his salary!

In all fairness, Dutch police are among the least corrupt in Europe, but in general, I have been able to
live all over Europe without fearing that I will be harassed or intimidated by police on a random and
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regular basis, which is a lot more than I can say for America - particularly Texas.

If you choose to stay and fight for the rights and liberties that have been stripped from you, I salute
you and support your efforts. And, of course, many could never bear to leave their extended families,
friends and the way of life they are accustomed to. But I would also ask you to understand those who
would prefer to seek a different sort of life elsewhere  - in places where children can grow up in a
safer environment with better schools, and where personal freedoms still exist, at least in relative
terms. And what if your survival actually depended on leaving?

Safer Locations Abroad

Another reason to consider living elsewhere is protection from natural and man-made disasters. The
US is subject to extreme weather - tornadoes, hurricanes, etc. Much of the West Coast is in danger of
serious damage from earthquakes, not to mention the effects of radiation from the Fukushima
disaster.

Many places in Europe and elsewhere offer relative safety from these types of threats compared to
the US.

And, as I mentioned above, many would like to escape the poisonous effects of GMOs and other
problems modern Americans face, such as the overmedication of children and the influence of Big
Pharma, enforced vaccinations, junk food culture, etc.

Let’s start a debate on these and any other aspects of relocating abroad. I welcome your input and
look forward to some lively discussions.
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