
DIY Projects: 7 Easy Fire Starter Ideas
by Chris Black - https://www.survivopedia.com/  admin@survivopedia.com  
date:2024-04-23

DIY Projects: 7 Easy Fire Starter Ideas

2015-06-08 08:37:00 By Chris Black

Fire starter projects are a prepper’s best friend, don’t you think? I mean, being able to start a fire in
case of an emergency could save your skin from cold and your stomach from hunger.

Fire was humankind’s protector for centuries; it used to shield us from wild animals, keep us warm
and help cook our food. We still use it for basically the same purposes, even today where everything
is smart and digitalized and we don’t even have to think much to survive if we don’t want to. There’s
an app that does it for us, right?

What I am trying to tell you, folks, is that fire is one of the most important technological achievements
for humankind; just think about the ancient Greek myth of Prometheus, the Titan who stole fire from
Mount Olympus and gave it to humans. For that noble gesture, he was banished and suffered horrible
consequences.

In today’s article we’ll explore a few DIY projects about how to build your own fire starters using
leftovers from the holidays, old stuff you didn’t recycle,or just scrap that you may have laying around.
You can build them on the cheap with lots of fun involved in the process.

Knowing how to start a fire is also a great lesson to teach your kids, especially if you’re into prepping
and DIY. Learning useful stuff while you’re still young instead of playing meaningless, mind-numbing,
spirit-crushing video games is preferable in my opinion, especially in this day and age, when people
are increasingly helpless and dependent upon the good ol’ government or community resources.

The ancient art of starting a fire must be preserved at all costs and that’s why we’re here today.

1. DIY "Muffin" Fire Starters from Lint and Papers

The first fire starter project I want to tell you about caught my attention because it’s about what I’ve
already discussed in the beginning of this article; how to motivate your kid into DIY-ing useful stuff.
This project is an engaging and fun activity for you and your “mini-you” and involves basic materials
and minimal skill levels.

All you’ll need in terms of gear and materials for this fire starter project is old newspaper, dryer lint, a
paper shredder and leftover wax. Basically it’s a variant of the already-classic egg carton-and-dryer
lint idea with a twist of cuteness. The cutest thing about this project is that the fire starters ended up
looking like candy, making for the perfect learning experience for younger kids.

Just don’t let them eat it!
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Source: Angry Chicken

2. DIY Self-Igniting Fire Starter

The next project I’ll tell you about is a bit more complex and it will help you create self-igniting fire
starters. I mean, this is the next level in fire-starting technology, right? The self-igniting fire starter
features three components: the ignition source (a Strike Anywhere match), a flame accelerant (toilet
paper) and fuel (paraffin).

Even if it may sound complex, the project is very easy to do and as smart as it gets. Basically, all you
have to do is to take a Strike Anywhere match, wrap it tightly in toilet paper (you must leave the
striking head sticking out) and dip it in paraffin.

Next, you’ll have to let it dry thoroughly; the end result will be a completely waterproof, self-igniting
fire starter; the perfect companion for your outdoor adventures and a reliable tool for emergency
situations.

All you need to remember is that you’ll have to scrape the paraffin off the match’s head before you
strike it or else it won’t ignite; also, rough up the toilet paper coating around the head of the match to
expose a few fibers to the flame. You can use your fingernail for that - it’s relatively easy.

It’s pretty straightforward folks.
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Source: dirttime.com.

3. The Classic DIY Fire Starter 

Now, let’s see about a classic in the field, the 
how-to-make-a-free-fire-starter-using-egg-cartons-and-dryer-lint. Seriously, I’ve already told you
about a variant of this project in my first example, now here comes the real, original deal folks! Being
a practically free DIY project, this involves gathering used stuff from your home including empty egg
cartons (I eat eggs like a fox!) and dryer lint that you already have floating around your basement or
something.

You’ll end up creating magic little balls of fire that are able to burn for 10 to 15 minutes after they’re
lit, which makes them the perfect accelerant for starting a fire even if the wood is not perfectly dry.

You can keep them in your bug out bag or in your car for emergency situations. Just remember that if
you’re going to put them in the car, you may want to keep them in baggies so that they don’t melt all
over your interior.

Here’s the list of what you’ll need: any variety of dry lint, cardboard or pressed paper egg carton(s)
and wax. Wax can be scrapped from virtually any source: crayons, old candles (even some used
candles from the thrift store if you don’t have them around the house)  or you can even go on a huge
buying spree and get yourself some good ol’ paraffin from your local hardware store for about 2
bucks a quart.

Either way, if you manage to get these things together, you’re golden and almost done, because the
process is so simple that even a kid can do it on a bad day. The magic goes something like this: you
take the egg carton and you stuff the dryer lint there.

Be careful not to stuff the lint too tight or else the wax won’t be able to penetrate the lint ball,
compromising its burning abilities. Next, melt the wax using a container of some kind that you don’t
mind ruining and that won’t melt - an empty can is great for this.
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Put the container in a pot of water, then heat the water (don’t put the can containing wax/paraffin
directly on an open flame) so the wax melts inside the can. Don’t let any water get in the wax, though.
Sit the egg carton on something you don’t value much, like a piece of cardboard or tin foil or
whatever. You’re likely going to get wax on it.

When the wax is melted, you just scoop it or poor it directly onto the lint that’s in the egg carton and
that’s about it. You’ll have to make sure that the lint is completely soaked in paraffin by using
something like a fork to poke it and stir it around to be positive it’s totally soaked. Let your fire starter
cool and harden and that’s all folks.

There are two ways of doing this: you can leave the egg carton intact (like an ice cube tray) or cut it up
into individual parts and fill them with wax one by one. Personally, I make them while the carton is
intact, then cut them apart when they’re finished.

Either way, the process is just the same, it’s just a matter of personal preference.

Source: Food Storage and Survival.

4. DIY Cork Fire Starter

Next, let me present you with maybe the easiest and funniest way of DIY-ing fire starters: the wine
cork method. The funnest part of this project may be the fact that you’ll have to drink a lot of wine in
the beginning to collect the “used” corks. There’s no other way around it, so bottoms up!

After you’ve collected a couple dozen wine corks (made out of real cork, not the plastic kind), just put
them inside a glass jar along with copious amounts of rubbing alcohol(don’t drink that!) and let them
soak in there for a while, sealed tightly of course.

Now, when you need to light a fire quickly, just grab a couple of corks from the jar and toss them
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under or in the kindling; the results will be spectacular. Have fun and drink in moderation; you know
I’m just kidding about drinking all the wine, at least at once!

Source: Real Simple.

5. DIY "The Mop" Fire Starter

Another dirt-cheap DIY method for creating a fire starter is called “the mop method”. The basics are
similar to the “egg carton” project, but instead of egg cartons you’ll use a mop head.

Mop heads are usually made from cotton (100%) which is basically the same stuff wicks are made
from, and they usually cost under $5, depending on your source. If you use 1-inch strips you’ll end up
with thousands from a single mop head, which translates into dirt cheap fire starters.

You’ll have to pull individual strands from the cotton mop head and soak them into melted wax and
that’s basically it. Obviously, you must use a double-burner, as I already told you, which is much safer
than melting wax directly on the heat source. If you’re not careful, wax will smoke and it may catch
fire eventually.

The strips that you’ve pulled from the mop head must be soaked into the melted wax and removed,
allowed to dry, cut into your desired size and voila! At 1-inch lengths they’ll burn for approximately 5
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minutes each, giving you enough time to start a fire in almost any circumstance.

Source: Wokokon.

6. DIY Orange Fire Starter

What if I’ve told you that you can start a fire using orange peels? Yes, you can use orange peels for
your fire starter DIY project. Oranges contain a special oil inside their skins that may be used to fuel
the fire. An additional benefit of using orange peel as fire starters is that they smell awesome and
they don’t leave as much residue in your chimney as paper does.

All you have to do is dry enough orange peels using a sheet pan or something similar and keep them
inside a brown paper bag afterwards, along with a silica pack, in order to keep them fresh and dry.
That’s it.

They’ll burn like a supernova once they’re perfectly dry and they make for an awesome gift for your
friends, as fire starters, or even potpourri.

Source: Apartment Therapy.

7. DIY Fire Starter from Cotton Pads

Another interesting idea is to use cotton pads as fire starters. All you need for this simple and highly
efficient DIY project is wax and some cotton pads. These cotton pad fire starters are perfect to have
on you (in your bag or whatever) for emergency situations due to their small size and great burning
power.

The manufacturing process is very simple and intuitive: you’ll have to melt the candle into liquid wax
inside a pan, can or something similar. Using some tweezers, you’ll put a few cotton pads into the
pan, soak them thoroughly until they’re soaked with melted wax, pull them out, let them dry and
harden and that’s about it.
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Source: Life Hacker.

And a bonus! We also have our own advice on DIY fire starter: just read Survivopedia's tutorial with
pictures about how to make easy DIY fire starters, and waterproof matches.

I hope my article helped you and if you have similar ideas, just feel free to comment in the dedicated
section below.

This article has been written by Chris Black for Survivopedia.
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